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15. — The Cotton Kingdom : a Traveller's Observations on Cotton and 
Slavery in the American States. Hosed upon Three former Volumes 
of Journeys and Investigations by the same Author. By Frederick 
Law Olmsted. In Two Volumes. New York : Mason Brothers. 
1861. 16mo. pp. 376, 404. 

We have on previous occasions expressed our high sense of the 
worth of Mr. Olmsted's investigations. They are valuable, because 
they give us, not estimates or conjectures, but detailed facts ; because 
they are directed mainly to the elucidation of one point, namely, the 
superiority of free to slave labor on economical grounds ; and because 
the author evidently undertook his journeys not in order to verify pre- 
viously formed opinions, but to collect materials for forming his opin- 
ions. Whatever praise we have bestowed on the previous volumes 
belongs more emphatically to these two ; for they enable the reader 
with a much smaller expense of time, not only to acquaint himself 
with Mr. Olmsted's generalizations, results, and conclusions, but to 
examine specimens of each class of observations, and of every kind 
of evidence from which he drew his inferences. 



16. — National Hymns, how they are written, and how they are not 
written. A Lyric and National Study for the Times. With a Letter 
to the Saturday Review. By Richard Grant White. New 
York : Rudd and Carleton. 1861. 12mo. pp. 176. 

The result of the recent attempt to procure a national hymn might 
have been written when the prize was offered with as entire certainty 
as after the last session of the committee of award. Neither verses 
nor music for such a hymn can be composed as a piece of task-work, 
or for the hope of gain or fame ; and, even were interested motives 
wholly wanting, it is impossible that the ordeal of microscopic criticism 
through which the piece was to pass should not "cast a shadow before" 
dense enough to befog the sense of patriotism and the soul of harmony. 
National hymns and airs must be adopted, not made to order. From 
the competition, when instituted, true poets will hang back, unless pov- 
erty-stricken, and if sheer want drives them to it, it will be as to mere 
hand-work without heart or soul. It is admitted that no work of this 
kind has ever been the product of set purpose and elaboration for that 
express end. " God save the King " was at least a century in growing, 
and it is by no means certain that its germ was not a song of loyalty to 
the last of the Stuarts ; while the melody has undergone great changes, 
and its authorship in its earliest form is a matter of controversy. The 
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Marseillaise was written in a glow, for a specific and stirring occasion, 
with no view to its extended or enduring use. By its own intrinsic 
might it worked its way from its native Strasbourg to Marseilles, 
from Marseilles to Paris, from Paris through the whole land and to the 
ends of the earth. As to our own national lyrics, " The Star-Spangled 
Banner," which has not yet its equal, was written on the back of an old 
letter, under the stress of intense feeling, on the author's seeing our flag 
still flying on Fort McHenry after a night's bombardment which he 
had watched with intense solicitude. The song of Yankee Doodle 
neither has nor merits an authentic history ; while the tune has hardly 
fewer reputed birthplaces than Homer had, and antiquaries are divided 
between the theory of its indigenous origin, its adaptation from an old 
English nursery rhyme, and its importation from Holland, to say noth- 
ing of the real or pretended identification of it by Kossuth as an ancient 
Hungarian air. The prize and the competitors for it have furnished 
Mr. White an occasion for writing a not unamusing, yet utterly need- 
less book, in which, besides divers things well said about national 
hymns, he gives us a narrative of the proceedings of the committee, 
and specimens of the best and the worst of the twelve hundred pieces 
submitted to their adjudication. 



17. — Memoir of Thomas Fowell Buxton: embracing a Historical 
Sketch of Emancipation in the West Indies, and of the Niger Expe- 
dition for the Suppression of the Slave Trade. By Mary A. Col- 
lier. Boston: American Tract Society. 1861. 16mo. pp.290. 

We are glad to recognize the timeliness that marks the operations of 
the Boston publishing agency of the American Tract Society. From 
our list of new publications for the present and the last quarter, it will 
be seen. that the wants and needs of the army have been amply pro- 
vided for, and as appropriately as amply. It is no doubt with reference 
to the forcing of fundamental questions about slavery upon the nation 
faster than we feel ready to meet them, that this Memoir of Buxton 
has now been published. It is much abridged from the biography 
prepared by his son, but is still sufficiently full, both in its details of 
Buxton's private character and its narrative of the great events in 
which he was the prime mover. The materials are selected with care 
and good judgment, and the style is easy and elegant. We would 
gladly, if we could, draw courage for our own future from the safety of 
emancipation in the British colonies ; but we cannot argue from what 
took place in a time of peace, and with every possible safeguard for 



